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PRESS RELEASE:

MONTGOMERY COUNTY SHERIFF JOHN P. DURANTE REVOKES CONCEALED CARRY PERMIT OF
JOSEPH JAMES DEPAUL, JR. AND ENCOURAGES TRAIL USERS TO REPORT ALL INCIDENTS TO
POLICE AND NOT TAKE THE LAW INTO THEIR OWN HANDS

For Immediate Release

Friday, July 24, 2009
Contact: Sheriff John P. Durante
Phone: 610-278-3337

Montgomery County Sheriff John P. Durante has revoked the firearms permit of Joseph James DePaul,
Jr. of 627 Hamilton Street, Norristown, for an alleged incident that happened on the Plymouth Township
section of the Schuylkill River Trail on Wednesday, July 22, 2009.

As stated before by Sheriff Durante, the Montgomery County Commissioners want to ensure that all
users of the Montgomery County park system have a safe and enjoyable time. To that end, the Sheriff
will be increasing deputy patrols throughout the entire county trail system. Sheriff Durante also wants
to note that issues of public safety on the trail system are not just limited to the Municipality of
Norristown but are a system-wide concern, as the present case demonstrates. Law enforcement
agencies along the park system trails, along with Montgomery County Park Rangers, do a tremendous
job in helping to keep the trail safe. The Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia has also been a great
partner to the county and law enforcement agencies by keeping us informed of all issues that affect the
responsible enjoyment of the county trails.

Sheriff Durante once again reminds the public that carrying a firearm on the trail or in any county park,
regardless of whether or not one has a concealed carry permit, is illegal and a violation of the rules and
regulations of the Montgomery County park system. Anyone caught in possession of a firearm in
violation of these rules and regulations will immediately lose their concealed carry permit and will be
turned over to the Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office for prosecution. In programs such as
the controlled hunts, where firearms are permitted in county parks, the county goes to great lengths to
ensure there is proper distance for using firearms and the event is supervised by the Pennsylvania
Game Commission, Montgomery County Park Rangers, and Sheriff’s Deputies to protect the safety of
other users of the park.
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Sheriff Durante echoes the National Rifle Association in encouraging the responsible, safe and legal use
of firearms. Taking the law into one’s own hands serves no purpose but to put innocent people in
danger and carelessly shooting a weapon on the trail could endanger unsuspecting users jogging,
walking their dogs, or riding their bicycles. The events that occurred on Wednesday in Plymouth
Township should be a lesson learned for all park users not to take the law into their own hands but to
notify police and report all incidents immediately to the proper authorities.
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